these conditions may be of therapeutic value. 

The expression pattern of ECE-2 differs from that observed for ECE-1 . ECE-2 was observed at low 
levels in the adult brain, lung and pancreas and higher levels in fetal brain and kidney by Northern blot analysis 
(Fig. 8). PCR revealed low levels of expression in additional tissues: fetal lung, fetal small intestine and adult 
testis. Fetal liver was negative. A similar pattern was reported for bovine ECE-2 (Emoto and Yanangisawa, 
supra). It is expressed in brain tissues (cerebral cortex, cerebellum and adrenal medulla), myometrium and 
testis, and in low levels in ovary and very low levels in many other tissues. Bovine ECE-1 (Xu et al, supra) is 
more widely and more abundantly expressed. It is observed in vascular endothelial cells of most organs and in 
some parenchymal cells. With the exception for brain, bovine ECE-2 mRNA was present at lower levels than 
ECE-1. Applicants believe ECE-2 to be a particularly good target for the therapeutic intervention for diseases 
such as cerebral vasospasm following subarachnoid hemorrhage and stroke. 

Uses of the herein disclosed molecules may also be based upon the positive functional assay hits 
disclosed and described below. 

F. Anti-PRO Antibodies 
The present invention further provides anti-PRO antibodies. Exemplary antibodies include polyclonal, 
monoclonal, humanized, bispecific, and heteroconjugate antibodies. 

1. Polyclonal Antibodies 

The anti-PRO antibodies may comprise polyclonal antibodies. Methods of preparing polyclonal 
antibodies are known to the skilled artisan. Polyclonal antibodies can be raised in a mammal, for example, by 
one or more injections of an immunizing agent and, if desired, an adjuvant. Typically, the immunizing agent 
and/or adjuvant will be injected in the mammal by multiple subcutaneous or intraperitoneal injections. The 
immunizing agent may include the PRO polypeptide or a fusion protein thereof. It may be useful to conjugate 
the immunizing agent to a protein known to be immunogenic in the mammal being immunized. Examples of 
such immunogenic proteins include but are not limited to keyhole limpet hemocyanin, serum albumin, bovine 
thyroglobulin, and soybean trypsin inhibitor. Examples of adjuvants which may be employed include Freund' s 
complete adjuvant and MPL-TDM adjuvant (monophosphoryl Lipid A, synthetic trehalose dicorynomycolate). 
The immunization protocol may be selected by one skilled in the art without undue experimentation. 

2. Monoclonal Antibodies 

The anti-PRO antibodies may, alternatively, be monoclonal antibodies. Monoclonal antibodies may be 
prepared using hybridoma methods, such as those described by Kohler and Milstein, Nature . 256 :495 (1975). 
In a hybridoma method, a mouse, hamster, or other appropriate host animal, is typically immunized with an 
immunizing agent to elicit lymphocytes that produce or are capable of producing antibodies that will specifically 
bind to the immunizing agent. Alternatively, the lymphocytes may be immunized in vitro. 

The immunizing agent will typically include the PRO polypeptide or a fusion protein thereof. 
Generally, either peripheral blood lymphocytes ("PBLs") are used if cells of human origin are desired, or spleen 
cells or lymph node cells are used if non-human mammalian sources are desired. The lymphocytes are then 
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fused with an immortalized cell line using a suitable fusing agent, such as polyethylene glycol, to form a 
hybridomacell [Goding, Monoclonal Antibodies: Principles and Practice , Academic Press, (1986) pp. 59-103]. 
Immortalized cell lines are usually transformed mammalian cells, particularly myeloma cells of rodent, bovine 
and human origin. Usually, rat or mouse myeloma cell lines are employed. The hybridoma cells may be 
cultured in a suitable culture medium that preferably contains one or more substances that inhibit the growth or 
5 survival of the unfused, immortalized cells. For example, if the parental cells lack the enzyme hypoxanthine 
guanine phosphoribosyl transferase (HGPRT or HPRT), the culture medium for the hybridomas typically will 
include hypoxanthine, aminopterin, and mymidine ("HAT medium"), which substances prevent the growth of 
HGPRT-deficient cells. 

Preferred immortalized cell lines are those that fuse efficiently, support stable high level expression of 

10 antibody by the selected antibody-producing cells, and are sensitive to a medium such as HAT medium. More 
preferred immortalized cell lines are murine myeloma lines, which can be obtained, for instance, from the Salk 
Institute Cell Distribution Center, San Diego, California and the American Type Culture Collection, Manassas, 
Virginia. Human myeloma and mouse-human heteromyeloma cell lines also have been described for the 
production of human monoclonal antibodies fKozbor, J. Immunol., 133 :3001 (1984); Brodeur et al. . Monoclonal 

15 Antibody Production Techniques and Applications , Marcel Dekker, Inc., New York, (1987) pp. 51-63]. 

The culture medium in which the hybridoma cells are cultured can then be assayed for Hie presence of 
monoclonal antibodies directed against PRO. Preferably, the binding specificity of monoclonal antibodies 
produced by the hybridoma cells is determined by immunoprecipitation or by an in vitro binding assay, such as 
radioimmunoassay (RIA) or enzyme-linked immunoabsorbent assay (ELISA). Such techniques and assays are 

20 known in the art. The binding affinity of the monoclonal antibody can, for example, be determined by the 
Scatchard analysis of Munson and Pollard, Anal. Biochem. . 107:220 (1980). 

After the desired hybridoma cells are identified, the clones may be subcloned by limiting dilution 
procedures and grown by standard methods [Goding, supra! . Suitable culture media for this purpose include, 
for example, Dulbecco's Modified Eagle's Medium and RPMI-1640 medium. Alternatively, the hybridoma cells 

25 may be grown in vivo as ascites in a mammal. 

The monoclonal antibodies secreted by the subclones may be isolated or purified from the culture 
medium or ascites fluid by conventional immunoglobulin purification procedures such as, for example, protein 
A-Sepharose, hydroxylapatite chromatography, gel electrophoresis, dialysis, or affinity chromatography. 

The monoclonal antibodies may also be made by recombinant DNA methods, such as those described 

30 inU.S. Patent No. 4,816,567. DNA encoding the monoclonal antibodies of the invention can be readily isolated 
and sequenced using conventional procedures (e.g. , by using oligonucleotide probes that are capable of binding 
specifically to genes encoding the heavy and light chains of murine antibodies). The hybridoma cells of the 
invention serve as a preferred source of such DNA. Once isolated, the DNA may be placed into expression 
vectors, which are then transfected into host cells such as simian COS cells, Chinese hamster ovary (CHO) cells, 

35 or myeloma cells that do not otherwise produce immunoglobulin protein, to obtain the synthesis of monoclonal 
antibodies in the recombinant host cells. The DNA also may be modified, for example, by substituting the 
coding sequence for human heavy and light chain constant domains in place of the homologous murine sequences 
[U.S. Patent No. 4,816,567; Morrison et al., supra! or by covalehtly joining to the immunoglobulin coding 
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sequence all or part of the coding sequence for a non-immunoglobulin polypeptide. Such a non-immunoglobulin 
polypeptide can be substituted for the constant domains of an antibody of the invention, or can be substituted for 
the variable domains of one antigen-combining site of an antibody of the invention to create a chimeric bivalent 
antibody. 

The antibodies may be monovalent antibodies. Methods for preparing monovalent antibodies are well 
5 known in the art. For example, one method involves recombinant expression of immunoglobulin light chain and 
modified heavy chain. The heavy chain is truncated generally at any point in the Fc region so as to prevent 
heavy chain crosslinking. Alternatively, the relevant cysteine residues are substituted with another amino acid 
residue or are deleted so as to prevent crosslinking. 

In vitro methods are also suitable for preparing monovalent antibodies. Digestion of antibodies to 
10 produce fragments thereof, particularly, Fab fragments, can be accomplished using routine techniques known 
in the art. 

\ 

3. Human and Humanized Antibodies 
The anti-PRO antibodies of the invention may further comprise humanized antibodies or human 
° 15 antibodies. Humanized forms of non-human (e.g., murine) antibodies are chimeric immunoglobulins, 
immunoglobulin chains or fragments thereof (such as Fv, Fab, Fab', F(ab') 2 or other antigen-binding 
subsequences of antibodies) which contain minimal sequence derived from non-human immunoglobulin. 
Humanized antibodies include human immunoglobulins (recipient antibody) in which residues from a 
I ; complementary determining region (CDR) of the recipient are replaced by residues from a CDR of a non-human 

20 species (donor antibody) such as mouse, rat or rabbit having the desired specificity, affinity and capacity. In 
some instances, Fv framework residues of the human immunoglobulin are replaced by corresponding non-human 
residues. Humanized antibodies may also comprise residues which are found neither in the recipient antibody 
nor in the imported CDR or framework sequences. In general, the humanized antibody will comprise 
substantially all of at least one, and typically two, variable domains, in. which all or substantially all of the CDR 

25 regions correspond to those of a non-human immunoglobulin and all or substantially all of the FR regions are 
those of a human immunoglobulin consensus sequence. The humanized antibody optimally also will comprise 
at least a portion of an immunoglobulin constant region (Fc), typically that of a human immunoglobulin [Jones 
et al., Nature . 321:522-525 (1986); Riechmann et al., Nature. 332:323-329 (1988); and Presta, Curr. Op. 
Struct. Biol. . 2:593-596 (1992)]. 

30 Methods for humanizing non-human antibodies are well known in the art. Generally, a humanized 

antibody has one or more amino acid residues introduced into it from a source which is non-human. These non- 
human amino acid residues are often referred to as "import" residues, which are typically taken from an 
"import" variable domain. Humanization can be essentially performed following the method of Winter and co- 
workers [Jones et al., Nature, 321:522-525 (1986); Riechmann et al., Nature. 332:323-327 (1988); Verhoeyen 

35 et al. , Science. 239 : 1534-1536 (1988)], by substituting rodent CDRs or CDR sequences for the corresponding 
sequences ofa human antibody. Accordingly, such "humanized" antibodies are chimeric antibodies (U.S. Patent 
No. 4,816,567), wherein substantially less than an intact human variable domain has been substituted by the 
corresponding sequence from a non-human species. In practice, humanized antibodies are typically human 
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